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DYNAMICS 

REVIEW 
1. An expressive style typical of some early music in which volume levels shift abruptly from soft to loud 
and back without gradual crescendos and decrescendos is called 

 terraced dynamics 
 loudness 
 softness 
 expressive dynamics 

 
2. Piano pianissimo or pianissimo possibile is a musical term that means 

 softest possible  
 very quiet  
 quiet  
 moderately quiet 

 
3. Pianissimo is a musical term that means 

 softest possible  
 very quiet  
 quiet  
 moderately quiet 

 
4. Piano is a musical term that means 

 softest possible  
 very quiet  
 quiet  
 moderately quiet 

 
5. Mezzo piano is a musical term that means 

 softest possible  
 very quiet  
 quiet  
 moderately quiet 

 
6. Mezzo forte is a musical term that means 

 moderately loud  
 very loud 
 loud  
 loudest possible 
 loud and then immediately soft 

 
7. Forte is a musical term that means 

 moderately loud  
 very loud 
 loud  
 loudest possible 
 loud and then immediately soft 

 
8. Fortissimo is a musical term that means 

 moderately loud  
 very loud 



 loud  
 loudest possible 
 loud and then immediately soft 

 
9. Fortissimo is a musical term that means 

 moderately loud  
 very loud 
 loud  
 loudest possible 
 loud and then immediately soft 

 
10. Fortepiano is a musical term that means 

 moderately loud  
 very loud 
 loud  
 loudest possible 
 loud and then immediately soft 

 
11. Crescendo is a musical term that means 

 a gradual increase in volume  
 a gradual decrease in volume 

 
12. Decrescendo or diminuendo is a musical term that means 

 a gradual increase in volume  
 a gradual decrease in volume 

 
13. Sforzando is a musical term that indicates 

 a forceful accent and is abbreviated as sf, sfz or fz.  
 a forte followed immediately by piano.  
 Fortepiano notation fp is a musical term that indicates 
 a forceful accent and is abbreviated as sf, sfz or fz.  
 a forte followed immediately by piano.  
 soft and then immediately strong 
 sforzando followed immediately by piano 

 
14. Pianoforte is a musical term that means 

 a forceful accent and is abbreviated as sf, sfz or fz.  
 a forte followed immediately by piano.  
 soft and then immediately strong 
 sforzando followed immediately by piano 

 
15. Sforzando piano (sfzp or sfp) is a musical term that means 

 a forceful accent and is abbreviated as sf, sfz or fz.  
 a forte followed immediately by piano.  
 soft and then immediately strong 
 sforzando followed immediately by piano 

 
16. Rinforzando, rfz or rf is a musical term that means 

 that several notes, or a short phrase, are to be emphasized 
 moderately strong and then immediately soft 
 dying away (may also indicate a tempo change 
 with marked emphasis, then immediately soft  

 
17. Mezzoforte piano is a musical term that means 



 that several notes, or a short phrase, are to be emphasized 
 moderately strong and then immediately soft 
 dying away (may also indicate a tempo change 
 with marked emphasis, then immediately soft  

 
18. Morendo is a musical term that means 

 that several notes, or a short phrase, are to be emphasized 
 moderately strong and then immediately soft 
 dying away (may also indicate a tempo change 
 with marked emphasis, then immediately soft  

 
19. Sforzando piano is a musical term that means 

 that several notes, or a short phrase, are to be emphasized 
 moderately strong and then immediately soft 
 dying away (may also indicate a tempo change 
 with marked emphasis, then immediately soft  

 
20. Sotto voce is a musical term that means 

 in an undertone (whispered or unvoiced)  
 becoming muffled or toned down  
 stressed, pronounced 

 
21. Smorzando is a musical term that means 

 in an undertone (whispered or unvoiced)  
 becoming muffled or toned down  
 stressed, pronounced 

 
22. Marcato is a musical term that means 

 in an undertone (whispered or unvoiced)  
 becoming muffled or toned down  
 stressed, pronounced 

 
 


